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TO THE 
RIGHT REVEREND 
THE 


Lord Biſhop of LON D O I. 


* 


ing beſpoke the Attention of the Com- 

Mir TEE of the honourable Houle of 
Commons 70 my D1scoursE, in the Title Page, 
T humbly addreſs my ſelf to your Lokbs hr, 
to allow me to place your great Name at the 
Head of it. You are BOTH, at preſent, very 
well known to have at Heart the Regulation of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ; and, as I ought 
in Charity to judge, with equally righteous 
Intentions. And, I hope, in this View, your 
Lordſhip, and the Honourable Gentlemen of 
the Committee, will be equally pleaſed, that I 
call vou in Aid to a Performance, which has a 
direct Tendency to leſſen the Occaſions of Pro- 
ceedings in tbe ſpiritual Courts: Mich are ſaid, 
and indeed too notoriouſly to be denied, to call for 
feme Reform,. — This, I hope, will pleaſe the 
CoMMITTEE, And to extenuate e Evil that 
may very juſtly be feared to ariſe from the 
Reſtraints hat are propoſed to be laid on them, 
7 wi | for 


F ORGIVE me, uv Lonp, if after hav- 


1 
or that Reaſon; And This, I truſt, will not 
dt pleaſe your Lorpsnie. At all Events, 
My LoRD, it muſt be allowed, by any one that 
has ever conſidered human Nature, much more 
by thoſe who have indulged their Theegbts fo fo far, 
as to have the Intereſts of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on at Heart, tobe a very ſerious Thing that is 
in queſtion. 17 1s of a very ſerious Nature in 
4525 and much more ſo, as it reſpects our yet 
hriſtian Country. We are, at preſent, En- 
gliſhmen and Chriſtians. Our temporal Va- 
leur (if I may ſo ſay,) has defended us from 
being Frenchmen: And I queſtion not, but 
by the Bleſſing of God, our ſpiritual Valour, un- | 
der the Goodneſs of our Cauſe, ſhewed in ano- 
* tber Light, will continue us Chriſtians, The | 
End of all Government is the Peace, the Happi- | 
neſs, the Security, and whatever elſe you pleaſe 
of that .ſort, of the Community, — nothing 
can even in an Infidel's Opinion, tend more to 
ſecure and preſerve that, than the holy Inſtitu- 
trons of the Chriſtian Religion, if be knows what | 
they are, and that the more, the more they are 
enforced and practiſed. It is à firſt Principle 
with me that none can believe there is a God, | 
but muſt wiſh, at leaſt, that the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion wwas true, It tends in it ſelf, and as de- 
livered in the GosPEL, /o plainly to enforce all 
Precepts that can ever be thought, or deemed 
natural Religion, that it puts this beyond all 
queſtion. And all that has been of late ſuggeſted 


to de, Men of their Belief of the Autho- 
rity 


(v) 
tity of the Chriſtian Religion, is but as Chaff 
before the Wind, if we would but keep cloſe to 


what zf is, and bave nothing elſe in View, but 


fo promote the Practice of its genuine Precepts. 
I think we are concerned in this, as we are à ci- 
vil Community combined together to defend each 
other's Peace, and quiet Poſſeſſion of all that is 
deat and valuabletoUs. No Government can, ar 
ever did ſubjiſt without ſome Religion. No Re- 
ligion ever was in the Thbugbts of Man, that 
contributed towards this great End, like the 
Chriſtian. So that all Diſputes concerning 
even the Chriſtian Religion, as to what it really 
and truly is, muſt be, and can only properly be, be- 
tween thoſe who believe God may in an extraor- 
dinary manner communicate his Will to Man- 
kind, and thoſe who abſolutely deny his Exiſtence : 
Tt being loft Labour to a ſincere Deiſt to contend 
againſt it. In all Ages there have been thoſe 
"who have not been fully perſuaded of the Autho- 
rity of the Chriſtian Religion. Who but God 
himfelf can command the Mind of Man, or 
account for the Operation of it? And who but 
He ought to do it? But let a Man be ever jo 


ſhort fighted as to the Proofs of its Authority, 


be muſt, if be knows and loves himſelf, be pleaſed 
with the Tendency of its genuine Precepts, to 
make him happy. The Chriſtian Religion ſeen 
in its natural Purity, would hike PLAro's Vir- 
tue be beloved, and even doated on by every un- 


fullied Mind. For Heaven's ſake, my Lord, 


let us make nothing a Part of Chriſtianity that 
B Was 
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was not originally ſo, or that has not a neceſ- 
ſary Tendency to enforce its Precepts, and I 
moſt humbly beg (and I queſtion not but I have 
all honeſt Men joining with me in my humble In- 
treaty) of every Branch of the Legiſlature to 
exert themſelves to the uttermoſt in ENFORCING 
every Thing that is ſo. What a Glory does it 
not caſt on human Nature, to have thoſe Diſco- 
veries of a bleſſed Immortality ſet before it, 
which awe have ſo livelily repreſented to us in the 
Accounts we have of our holy Religion? How 
fondly deſirous ought we not to be of it, even 
under the Communication of inferior Evidence, 
than we have for it? And what a Meanneſs 
and Baſeneſs of Soul does it argue, not merely 
to deſpiſe it, but even the being indifferent 
about it? And yet that this is the Caſe with 
too many, is too true to be denied. 

Something or other, my Lord, very hetero- 
geneous, muſt be at the bottom 75 this in a Coun- 
try, where we have the Evidence of our Re- 
ligion imparted to Us in the freeſt and ſtrong- 
eſt Light, and the Reaſonableneſs and Beauty 
ty, and high Conſiſtency with all natural Reli- 
gion of its Precepts illuſtrated, in ſo unreſtrained 
a manner. And nothing ſeems to me, to ſtand 
fo much in its way, as two Things; The Oppoſi- 


tion there is in the pure Precepts of it, to the. 


vicious Diſpoſitions of Mankind, and more par- 
ticularly to that Vice, which I have combgted 
with in the following Diſcourſe ; And another 
thing, which J. ſhould have been glad to have 
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(vii) 
had no Occaſion to mention, The worldly In- 
| tereſtedneſs in all Ages of too many of thoſe 
2550 by the avowed Eſpouſal of Precepts toto cœlo 

* oppoſite to it, ought to be the fartheſt from it 
in all their Actions. 
As to the firſt of theſe, my Lord, I don't pre- 
tend to dowhat the higbeſt Authority aſſures me 
17 fo difficult to be done, © To waſh the Ethio- 
e pian white, or to clear the Leopard of his 
« Spots.” But this I pretend to have done, and 
in a manner, I hope, not, in the general above 
the meaneſt, nor below the greateſt Capacity, 
to have exerted a rational and laudable Endea- 
vour to difpoſſeſs Mankind, Thoje of them, I 
mean, who will think themſelves, by their ratio- 
nal Faculties, diſtinguiſhed from the Brutes, by 
the Exerciſe of them, as well as th? carrying 
s them about them, of that wrong Notion, that 
Vice, and more particularly the beloved Vice 
in queſtion, contributes to their natural Happi- 
neſs. This, my Lord, is the great Point J 
have had in View in managing the Argument 
of the following Diſcourſe ; which I muſt beg 
leave to preſs home to them, either to confeſs or 
to deny. If thelatter, Let them ſhew me, HOW 
a Creature can be happy in any other Method, 
than according to the Scheme formed of bis 
| Happineſs, in the Creator's Mind, at his Mak- 
| ) ing? or that the confining themſeFves with re- 
ſpect to the favourite Vice in queſtion, within 
other Limits than the polite, and too many, in 
Imitation of their Superiors, of the unpolite 
B 2 IWorld, 
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World, are pleaſed to ſet themſelyes, is not the 
Order which their Creator has eſtabliſhed for 
them. If they can prove this, I will be content 
to ſtand in a white Sheet my ſelf, and openly 
acknowledge the Truth of their Opinion. But, 
:f they cannot, (and that they cannot, is as cer- 
tain as that they cannot contrive the beautiful 
Succeſſion of Night and Day, and of the ſeveral 
Seaſons of the Year, by other than by the preſent 
Combination of Motions in the Earth, for that 
Purpoſe,) without any Regard to the manes et 
ſubterranea regna threatned by the Chriſtian 
Inſtitutions, they muſt paſs, that continue 70 
indulge themſelves in this favourite Vice, even 
in their own Opinion, when they reflect on it, in 
one ſhort Word, for Fools, poor deſpicable Crea- 
fures, whatever Station of human Life they are 
in; as being cither careleſs what Relation their 
Creator placed them in, what the true Dignity 
of thetrr Nature is, or if they are ſenſible of it, 
do not correſpond to it in their Actions. 

T ſhall ſay no more on this Head of the 
Grounds of much Ditbelief in the World, of 
the certain Truths of our holy Religion. And as 
for the other; Th much may be ſaid in Exte- 
nuation of what appears worldly Intereſtedneſi in 
the Actions of theſe who by their Principles 
ought to have nothing leſs in their View, as in 
particular, That Men may be deſirous of Power, 
Authority and Wealth, for the good and faith- 
ful Uſe, which as wiſe Stewards t their great 
Lord, they would make of them; and perbaps, 

n 


(*) 

in their own Opinions, acequit themſelves bet- 
ter than athers in the Diſcharge of fuch Trufts, 
there being nothing evil in itſelf, in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Power of any ſort, the Evil lying in the 
unworthy Uſe of it when obtained, na in 
the Deſire after it,. — IJ. ſhall leave this Ob- 
jection, in Truth, where real, fo ſtrongly preva- 
lent againſt it, to be obviated by all thofe who 
are in ” Po oe aum of of theſe Advantages, and have 
thereby t ; (Arn hp zven them to fhew the 
Sincerity of of their Belicf'; in what they profeſs, by 
acquitting themſelves faithfully of the TrxusT, 
which they have taken on them, for the Benefit 
of Ceſtuy que Ule, in This, (as it is univerſally 
allowed it ought to be in all other the ike Caſes,) 
both with reſpect to the Power, the Exerciſewhere- 
of _ reſerve 10 Themſelves, and to that which 
they have the Care of dil poſing of to Others. 

My Loxp, However light Men are pleaſed 
to make of it, Life to all Conditions of Men, is 
a very ſerious Thing. The meaneſt Man has 
ſome, and the Greateſt of all forts, have a 
great deal of Power delegated to them from the 
Almighty. And which they all cannot make 
@ better Uſe of, nor propoſe to themſelves a bet- 
ter Rule to diſcharge their reſpective Truſts by, 
than by conſidering how the Creator himſelf, 
did be take it into bis own Hands, would for the 
Beauty of his Creation acquzt Himſelf. But 
as he has put it out of his own Hands immedi- 
ately, and left it to the diſpoſal of Others, thoſe 
that are intruſted with any Share of any fort of 
ps 


(x) 
his Power, muſt unqueſtionably be accountable 


to Him, with what INTENT10N they diſcharge 
themſelves, and what UsE * make of it. Not 
u 


only the Juſtice of God, but his Wiſdom is 
concerned in This. 

Avarice, Ambition, and ſenſual Pleaſure, 
are in one Scale, and Duty, with the natural 
and poſitive Rewards of it, in the other, more 
or leſs, to all Men. This Duplicity Hour Na- 
ture 1s of a moſt wonderful Compoſition. But 
Avarice, and Ambition in the full Weight of 


them, are too particular to do any great moral 


Hurt in themſelves, conſidering the Bulk of 


Mankind. It is ſenſual Pleaſure that corrupts 


the World. And that which is the Subject of 


my Diſcourſe, the moſt favourite, the mo in- 
dulged, and the moſt fatal Inſtance of it. In 
writing which, at fir/t, and now in giving it the 
World, I have had this in View, the preventing 
in ſome meaſure, the Mudaline 607 the Stream, by 
clearing the Fountain Head: And in jo doi ng 
muſt deſerve, for my honeſt 
of thoſe whoſe more immediate Buſineſs it is by 
Themſelves, or Officers, to cleanſe the Stream as 
zt flewsalong, and likewiſe of Thoſe whoſe world- 
ly Intereſt requires it ſhould run clear. It ts, 
my Lord, 4 Subject of great Delicacy, but I 
bope 1 have not indelicately touched it. 

On the whole, I humbly beg your Lordſhip's 
favourable Acceptance of it, as (tho' in a low 
and very diſtant way) acting in Concert with 
your Lordſhip in the worthy Attempts you 2 
made 
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made to flop the Deluge of Vice, and Infidelity, 
that ſeems to be flowing in upon us. I have endea- 
wvoured to embelliſh it a little, and but a little, 
as 1 tranſcribed it for the Preſs, keeping ſtill 
in View the making my Argument as generally 
uſeful as poſſible. And I hope that Others may 
by my Example be provoked, in whatever State 
the Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church in this 
Kingdom be left, (as to which, I am ſenſible, it 
would be very great Preſumption in me to in- 
terpoſe my poor Opinion,) to diſcharge their Duty 
in the like faithful manner, on every the like Oc- 
cafion, as I have done, as far as they may be 
admitted to do it. After humbly recom- 
mending my ſelf to the favour of the Gentlemen 
of the Committee, and hoping they will have the 
GooDNEess 70 take ſome of my Books down with 
them into the Country, and diſperſe them among 
their Tenants and Neighbours, countenancing 
the Importance of the Subject, and the Juſt- 
neſs of the Argument by their own pious Ex- 
amples, I beg leave, My LoRD, Yo crave Your 
Bleſſing, and to acknowledge my ſelf to be, in the 
moſt humble and moſt dutiful manner, 


Your LORDSHIP's 
May 1. ' 
1733. Tery unworthy Hon, but moſt 
obedient Servant, | 


ROBERT WHATLEY. 
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G. N. Commiſſar & Official infra 
Dioceſ. L. dilecto nobis in Chriſto 
Redl. de T. Salutem in Domingo. 


UM ms ex officio noſtro mero contra 
T. H. de Crimine Fornicationis cum 
quadam A. S. de eadem habit commiſſo 

convich, rite et legitime procedentes, Illi prop- 

ter dictum crimen pœnitentias ſalutares, et con- 
dignas injunximus, Te igitur pracipimus ef 
mandamus quatenus præſat T. H. evoces et 
coram te recipias ad dictas pœnitentias peragen- 
das, die, loco, modo, & forma inferius deſcript”, et 
quam humiliter, et pœnitenter eaſdem peraget. 

Nos noftrumve ſurrogatum aut alium judicem 

competentem quemcung; debite certifices, in vel 

ante ultimum diem menſis Nov. prox. Dat. apud 

L. ſub noſtro ſigillo viceſimo die menſis Septem- 

bris A. D. 1732. 


The ſaid T. H. ſhall on Sunday October 1. 
repair to the Pariſh Church of J. being cloth- 
ed in a white Sheet, and a white Wand in his 
Hand, and ſtanding on a Stool before the 
reading Deſk, during divine Service and Ser- 


mon, ſhall immediately after the ſecond Leſ- 
B ſon 
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fon is read, with an audible Voice, make his 
humble Confeſſion, as follows. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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« Whereas I T. H. not having the Fear 
of God before my Eyes, but being led by 
the Inſtigation of the Devil, and my own 
carnal Concupiſcence, have to the Diſho- 
nour of Almighty God, the Scandal of 
many good Chriſtians, the Danger of my 
own Soul, (without unfeigned Repentance) 
and evil Example of others, committed 
the grievous Sin of Fornication with A. S. 
I do humbly acknowledge, and am hear- 
tily ſorry for this my Offence, I do aſk 
God's Pardon for the ſame, in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and promiſe by the Aſſiſtance of his 
Grace, from henceforth never to offend in 
the like manner. Which Promiſe, that 
I may be the better enabled to perform, I 
deſire all you that are here preſent to join 
with me in ſaying the Lord's Prayer, vis. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, c. 


A 


DISCOURSE, &c. 


T. H. 
V this PAPER which I hold in my 


Hands, you are enjoined to do Penance, 


You are ordered to appear in this Aſſembly 
of your Neighbours in the Circumſtances you 
are in; whereby you are put to open Shame, 
for the deterring of others from committing 
the like Offence: And you are to repeat after 
mea Form of Words, which I am commanded 
to read to you, whereby you are to expreſs 
your Sorrow and Concern for thegreat Crime 
you have committed againſt God, and for 
the publick Scandal you have given thereby. 
I am likewiſe commanded in the Latin part 


of this Order, to do what in me lies, that 


your being put thus to open Shame, &c. may 
produce in you a juſt Senſe of your Offence : 
That your Repentance, not confined in the 
Expreſſion of it to the bare outward Form 
only, may be real and fincere, and be attended 
with the proper Conviction and Contrition 
of the Mind, ſo as for you to reſolve, by the 
Grace of God, never to incur the like Dult 
again. 


B 2 And 


for committing the Sin of Forncation. 


(4) 
And in order that we may Both do, what 
is thus required of us, on this Occaſion, 


I ſhall lay before you the Nature of Sin, in 


general, and of your Sin, in particular, the 
Nature of Repentance, and the Uſe and Intent 
of publick Penance. 


HOW Sin came into the World, has been 
Matter of great nguiry, in all Ages; among 
Heathens, as well as Others. 

But howloever it came into the World, it 
is plain that it is in it. And it is as plain 
that it is the greateſt, if not the only Monſter 
in it. And if we have it in our Power, 
we cannot do too much to leſſen it, if we 
cannot go ſo far ac utterly to thruſt it out 
from among us. 

A great deal that has been ſaid of the Ori- 
gine and Nature of Sin, might have been ſpar- 
ed, had thoſe who treated of it, taken care 
to fix the true Notion of it. 

Sin is nothing elſe but the Tranſgreſſion of 
a Law. And a Law is nothing elſe but ſome 
Rule ſet by a ſuperior Being, who has Right 
ſo to do, to an inferior one. It never was 
doubted that the Creator might preſcribe 
a Rule to his Creature. The Violation of 
which Rule is what we call Sin. 

This Rule implies in it two things, with- 
out which it cannot be a Law, viz. A Re- 
ward for the Obſervers of it, and a Puniſh- 
ment tor thoſe who do not obey it. 

4 Here 
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Here #ww9 Things more are to be conſidered, 
very material. Firſt, That this Law be ſuf- 
ficiently made known to thoſe who are to be 
governed by it. Secondly, That they have 
a Power within them, either to obey it, or 
not. | 

If they have not a Power to diſobey it, 
there was no Neceſſity for it to be given. If 
not a Power 140 obey it, the Being that gave ir 
muſt be a foo/7/h and an evil Being. Fooliſh 
in preſcribing at, which thoſe to whom it 
was preſcribed could not practiſe, and an evil 
Being, in exacting a Puniſhment for Non-per- 
formance of that which it was impoſſible to 
perform. 5 

But our great Creator is infinite Wiſdom 
and infinite Goodneſs itſelf. 

He can preſcribe nothing to his Creatures 
that they cannot perform, and if he puniſhes 
them, it is for not performing mis Will, 
which they were acquainted with, which 
they had Power to perform, and the Per- 
formance of which he had by his abſolute 
Authority over them a ſufficient Right to ex- 
act of them. 

From all this it appears, that Sin 7s the 
Tranſgreſjiom of a Law, that is ſufficiently 
made known to a Creature capable of obeying 
it. And as God Almighty the great Crea- 
tor of all things, is the great Author of all 
Order in which they are placed, Sin being 
the Tranſgreſſion of this Order, it is the 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God. The 


The only Diſficulty in Relation to Six is, 
How God came to ſuffer it in the World? 
Wu did he not make Creatures uncapable 
of breaking his Laws, and conſequently of 
making themſelves miſerable? 

This indeed is a Dzfficulty, but not ſo great 
a One, as ſome have made it. Who for this 
reaſon would throw God out of the World? 
As if it were incompatible, with the very 
Being of a God, to leave this Defe& or 
Mark of Imperfection in it. This is nothing 
leſs than ſetting themſelves up in God's Stead. 

But Wno is it that asks this Queſtion, and 
ſuppoſes this to be ſo great a Difficulty ? 
Why, God's Creature Man. Man, that is 
avowedly and confeſſedly capable of inform- 
ing himſelf of the Law of God, and has 
Ability to practiſe this Law, And is it not 
unreaſonable for ſuch a one to ask this Queſ- 
tion? To count it a Hardſhip to have it in his 
Power to diſobey the Law of God, at the ſame 
Time that he knows he has it in his Power 
to acquire the Glory and Happineſs of obey- 
ing it? 

It ſhould ſeem, methinks, very ſurpriſing, 
that there ſhould be ſuch a Creature as Man 
is, ſo conſtituted with ſuch Capacities to di- 
ſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, Right and 
Wrong, Juſt and Unjuſt, a generous Action 
and a mean One, in ſhort, the righteous 
Law of God and his own unrighteous Will, 
and has ſuch Abilities to chuſe Good and 

| avoid 
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avoid Evil, and yet to be ready to expoſtu- 
late with his Maker for making him ſuch 
an ambiguous Creature. 

For, while he has it in his Power to 
make himſelf happy, in the Obedience of his 
Maker's Laws, why ſhould he think it an 
Unkindneſs done him to have it likewiſe in his 
Power to make himſelf iſerable, by the Diſ- 
obedience of them ? | 

Leaving therefore our righteous God to 
explain what little of Myſtery there is in 
this Matter, in his own Time, when no 
Doubt he will ſufficiently juſtify his Wiſdom, 
and his Goodneſs in framing of all his Crea- 
tures, and particularly of the Lord of this 
World, Man, I ſhall proceed to ſay This, 
« That I am, for my ſelf, content with the 
“ Glory there is in che the Will of God, 
« with what Hazard and Danger there may 
ce be, from that inherent Diſpoſition, and Pro- 
« penſity in our uninſtructed Nature towards 
« it, of diſobeying it. 

If we had had a bare Power of ſinning, 
and not a Propen/ity to it, the bare Power 
would have put our Virtue to little or no 
Trial, Nay, there could hardly have been 
any Virtue at all. For Virtue conſiſts in 
maſtering the Struggle between the Dictates 
of our Reaſon, and our vicious Propenſities, 
and in overcoming theſe, notwithſtanding 
the flattering enchanting Appearances to give 
Pleaſure in them, for the Sake of the Order 
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and Command of God, forbidding ſuch In- 


dulgence. 


By this Ambiguity (if I may fo term it) 
of our Nature, whereby we are ſo conſtitut- 
ed, as not only to have a Power to tranſgreſs 
the Law of God, but as we grow up have 
ftrong Paſſions and Inclinations that under 
ſpecious Pretences invite us actually to dif- 
obey it, or in the Apoſtle St. Paul's Words, 
who knew human Nature well, have a Law 


in our Members warring againſt the Law of our 


Mind, by this civil Diſſenſion within us, we 
are capable if we make a right Uſe of it, and 
caſt the balance on the fide we ſhould; to ar- 
rive at a degree of Merit, and perhaps of real 
Excellency, that we could never have arrived 
at without it. And perhaps there is now no 
compleatly happy intellectual Creature in the 
Univerſe, that has not experienced it, and ar- 
rived at the great happineſs it now enjoys, by 
paſting thro this Fiery Trial. Which Tri- 
al would not be ſo hot to any of us, in any 
Sort of vicious Inclinations, if we would make 


a due Uſe of our Powers of Thought, and Re- 


flection, as ſoon as we were able to make 
ſuch uſe of them. And thereby prevent that 
Biaſs to what is Evil, which by the Repeti- 
tion of ſinful Indulgences is continually in- 
creaſing. 

With the Body and its Luſts and Deſires 
which Man has in common with the Beaſts, 
Man is allied to the Angelicꝶ Nature; and is 

endowed 
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endowed with a Mind capable to diſtinguiſh 
between Evil and Good, between what ap- 
pears ſo, and what really is ſo. And it is by 
the Uſe or Diſuſe of this latter Part of our 
ſelves that we make our Approaches to either 
Side of our Relations, and increaſe the Kin. 
The Source of all Religion being the Be- 
lief of a God, no Man that had due Appre- 
henſions of that great Being, but would be 
perſuaded that he could command his Crea- 
tures nothing, however grievous to any part 
of us it may appear, but what in the end 
mult really tend to his Creatures Happineſs. 
He might have wiſe Reaſons to make his Laws 
in their Practice dithcult for a Seafon (and 
for a Seaſon only are they ſo, for Uſe in this, 
as in all other things, makes what is difficult 
pleaſant and eaſy) but while they are not im- 
practicable, his Goodneſs is no ways at Stake. 
So far from that, that his Goodneſs is eſta- 
bliſhed by the very Law he gives, however 
difficult to be obeyed, whilſt not impoſſible 
to be ſo. If impolſible it could be no Law, as 
I have told you. And if a Law; as attended 
with Rewards and Puniſhments, the Rewards 
muſt be greater than the Delight the break- 
ing it could give, and the Pain of the Puniſh- 
ment muſt be leſs eligible than the Pain of 
renouncing the Indulgence of our moſt violent 
Deſires, or the foregoing the Violation of it. 
Otherwiſe there could be neither Reward nor 
Puniſhment, and conſequently no Law at all. 
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Gop could neither be a wiſe nor a good 
Being if it was otherwiſe 

And what a Check is this, in it ſelf, and 
ought it not to be ſo thought of by us, to all 
vicious and unlawful Indulgences, to think, 
that whenever we are ſet on by any Paſſions 
or Inclinations to tranſgreſs the Law of God, 
we are tempted to be guilty of a ſort of Self- 
murder; for in complying with them we make 
our ſelves /inful, and conſequently mrſerable 
Creatures? And better not beat all, than to be 
and not be happy. 

And the Reaſon why there is ſo much 
Sin, notwithſtanding this, in the World, is 
only owing to Men's not taking due Time to 
conſider the true Diſtinction between Good 
and Evil, and habituating themſelves accor- 
dingly. Taking Good for Evil, and Evil for 
Good, Happineſs for Miſery, and Miſery for 
Happineſs, whilſt they will not give them- 
ſelves Time to conſider the Nature of both. 
Tho it be of ſo infinite Conſequence to them 
to be well apprized of it. 

God indeed may not improperly be ſaid, in 
the Mate of Man, what with the vicious Weeds 
that naturally ſpring up in him, and the great 
Difficulty as he grows up in providing a due 
Culture of him, to have placed him, as it 
were, in a dark Room, into which through the 
Crevices of the Window-Shurters Light only 
was admitted. But with reſpect to the ſpiritual 
part of his Nature, he has given him a Power 

to 
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to be led by thoſe few Rays to open che Shut- 


ters, and let in more Light, if he pleaſes. 
Tis true, the Organ not uſed to it, at firſt 
receives Pain from the Admiſſion of it, but 
in a little time will find the Pleaſure of tlie 
Light to be natural to it, and far to exceed 
that of the Darkneſs. 

The Subſtance of all that J have been ſay- 
ing hitherto, concerning the Nature of Sin, 
is this, © That it is the Tranſgreſſion of the 
* Law of God, of the Creator of the Uni- 
« verſe's Will, by a Creature, whom he has 
&« entruſted with a Power of caſting a Shade 
© or a Beauty, on part of his Creation, by 
e giving him a Power of conforming him- 
« ſelf to his Divine Will, or oppoſing him- 
* eit do it. | 

But it being of the higheſt Importance 
to let you into the true Nature of Siu, I ſhall 
explain it by a Word or two more. 

When God ſet his creative Power at Work, 
and made this moſt beautiful Frame of 
Things, (as all within the reach of our 
Knowledge appears to be, and which we 
may well ſuppoſe that infinitely greater part 
that lies without it is undoubtedly framed 
with) He gave to all material Beings their 
proper and due Powers to anſwer the Ends for 


* 


which he deſigned them, When he made 


this Earth of ours, and ſowed the Seeds of 
all Herbs, Plants and Trees in it, with in- 


tention to ſtock it with living Animals, to 
C 2 be 
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Gop could neither be a wiſe nor a good 
Being if it was otherwiſe 

And what a Check is this, in it ſelf, and 
ought it not to be ſo thought of by us, to all 
vicious and unlawful Indulgences, to think, 
that whenever we are ſet on by any Paſſions 
or Inclinations to tranſgreſs the Law of God, 
we are tempted to be guilty of a ſort of Self- 
murder ; tor in complying with them we make 
our ſelves /nful, and conſequently mrſerable 
Creatures? And better not beatall, than to be 
and not be happy. 

And the Reaſon why there is ſo much 
Sin, notwithſtanding this, in the World, is 
only owing to Men's not taking due Time to 
conſider the true Diſtinction between Good 
and Evil, and habituating themſelves accor- 
dingly. Taking Good for Evil, and Evil for 
Good, Happineſs for Miſery, and Miſery for 
Happineſs, whilſt they will not give them- 
ſelves Time to conſider the Nature of both. 
Tho it be of ſo infinite Conſequence to them 
to be well apprized of it. 

God indeed may not improperly be ſaid, in 
the Mate of Man, what with the vicious Weeds 
that naturally ſpring up in him, and the great 
Difficulty as he grows up in providing a due 
Culture of him, to have placed him, as it 
were, in a dark Room, into which through the 
(_revices of the Window-Shutters Light only 
was admitted. But with reſpect to the ſpiritual 
part of his Nature, he has given him a Power 

to 
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to beled by thoſe few Rays to open the Shut- 
ters, and let in more Light, if he pleaſes, 
'Tis true, the Organ not uſed to it, at firſt 
receives Pain from the Admiſſion of it, but 
in a little time will find the Pleaſure of the 
Light to be natural to it, and far to exceed 
that of the Darkneſs. 

The Sub/tance of all that J have been ſay- 
ing hitherto, concerning the Nature of Six, 
is this, That it is the Tranſgreſſion of the 
« Law of God, of the Creator of the Uni- 
« verſe's Will, by a Creature, whom he has 
&« entruſted with a Power of caſting a Shade 
(© or a Beauty, on part of his Creation, by 
e giving him a Power of conforming him- 
« ſelf to his Divine Will, or oppoſing him- 
« ſelf to it.” 

Bur it being of the higheſt Importance 
to let you into the true Nature of Siu, I ſhall 
explain it by a Word or two more. 

When God ſet his creative Power at Work, 
and made this moſt beautiful Frame of 
Things, (as all within the reach of our 
Knowledge appears to be, and which we 
may well ſuppoſe that infinitely greater part 
that lies without it is undoubtedly framed 
with) He gave to all material Beings their 
proper and due Powers to anſwer the Ends for 
which he deſigned them, When he made 
this Earth of ours, and ſowed the Seeds of 
all Herbs, Plants and Trees in it, with in- 
tention to ſtock it with living Animals, to 
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be nouriſhed and ſheltered by them, he 
made the Sun to enliven and cheriſh it, to 
be the vivifying Principle of all Things in it, 
and to anſwer this Purpoſe, he made it to g9 
round it once in twenty four Hours, thereby 
cauſing Night and Day (a Time to work and 
be active in, and a Time to reſt and repoſe 
our ſelves) he framed it likewiſe in ſuch a 
manner, as that in this its daily Motion, it 
ſhould be continually approaching or reced- 


ing from it, that thereby the ſeveral Seaſons 


of Spring and Fall, Summer and Winter, 
might for the better Purpoſes of his Intenti- 
ons be occaſioned. He gave to every Plant 
and Animal its proper Nature to receive Be- 
nefit from the San; and when it had arrived 
to its due Perfection, to propagate its Kind, 
and to quit its Station in it, either by actual 
Decay, or by being deſtroyed for the ſubſer- 
viency of ſome other Thing, and ſo make 
room for a Succeſſor. This is the conſtant, 
ſtanding, invariable Nature of all material 
and irrational Beuge, whether animate or in- 
ani mate. 

Vhen God had made this World, and ſo 
greatly furniſhed it, he ſer Mau at the Head 
of it all; and to make that Ule of every 
Thing in it, as was neceſſary for the Sub- 
ſiſtence, and the Comfortableneſs of his Be- 


ing. To all thoſe inanimate, and irratio- 


nally animate Creatures, he gave reſpective 
Powers, which as they neither can out of any 
Choice 
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Choice of their own follow, ſo neither can 
they out of any Refractorineſs of their own 
oppoſe themſelves to. 

But to Man he gave a living Soul, a Mind, 
and endowed him with Knowledge and Rea- 
ſon, made him a complex Being, material 
and ſpiritual, and by his ſpiritual Nature 
made him, in a Degree, Partaker of his own 
Divine Nature. He made him capable of 
knowing himſelf, That he is the Creature 
* and Subject of a divine Mind, who made 
« all Things; made him ſenſible of his Sub- 
« jection to him; and as he had a Power of 
having it communicated to him, gave hin 
* Law which he was to direct and govern 
« himfelf by, in the Courſe of his Exiſtence.” 
The end of giving him which, could only 
be to make him, in ſome meaſure, the Au- 
thor of his own Excellency, „ by imitating 


that Order which the divine Mind had 


« eſtabliſhed in natural Things, in conform- 
« ing himſelf to thoſe Rules which he ſer 
him.“ And it is apparent, that all Sin is in- 
troductive of Diſorder and Confuſion into the 
World, and all Conformity to the Law of 
God in intellectual Creatures, is eſtabliſhing 
and preſerving every Thing in its due Order 
and Perfection. 

This, I think, tends greatly to clear up the 
Nature of Sin, and ſhows at once the great 
Deformity there is in it, 


Order 
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Order and Beauty in the natural World, 
and Happineſs in the intellectual World, is the 
Conſequence of the reſpective Creatures 
Conformity to the Law of their Maker. De- 
formity and Diſorder in the natural World, 
and Miſery in the intellectual World, the 
Conſequence of Deviation from the natural 
Laws of God in the one, and from not uſing 
in a /awfu/ manner the Faculties and Powers 
with which intellectual Creatures. are en- 
dowed and entruſted in the other. 

I told you when I firſt ſpoke concerning a 
Lato, that it was neceſſary it ſhould be known to 
be the Vill of a Superior towards an Inferior. 
Now we have by the ordinary Uſe of our Un- 
derſtanding no other way of knowing what 
is all;wed us, and what forbidden, than by 
conſidering what tends moſt to the Happineſs 
and Perfection of God's Creatures, that are 
capable of being made more perfect and hap- 
py by our Actions, or Tehat the contrary. 
This is a ſure and certain Rule to guide our 
ſelves by, and this is that way of diſcovering 
our Great Maker's Will, which is called na- 
tural Reaſon. And this 1s what all the Hea- 
then World have been chiefly, if not alone 
governed by, till it pleaſed God to ſend his 
Son into the World, to make a more explicit 
Declaration of his Will, with the great In- 
couragement to the Practice of it, by mak- 
ing expreſly eternal Life, or eternal Death 
the Conſequence of Obedience or Diſobedi- 
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ence to it. And tho' he has done ſo, yet he 


has no ways intended that we ſhould lay by 
* the uſe of our natural Faculties and Powers 
towards the Diſcovery of his Mill, by which 
we are to govern our ſelves, but rather the 
more excited us thereto, We are indeed by 
Revelation expreſly aſſured there is a Will of 
God by which we are to be governed, but we 
are left at full Liberty to ſolace our ſelves 
with the Reaſonableneſs of it, from the beau- 
tiful Varniſh it lays on every Thing that 


comes under the Influence of Conformity to 


it, By joining which to the Authority of Re- 
velation, they give great Light and Force to 
each other. It is by our natural Reaſon, that 
we know there is a Deity; This revelation 
implies. And we cannot know there is a 
God, but at the ſame time mult ſee we have 
a Power of deriving many juſt Conſequences, 
from that Belief, of which our being obliged 
to promote all Order and Harmony in the 
World, is moſt evidently one. God indeed 
might have made the Motions of the moral 
World as conſtant and as unvariable, as he 
has thoſe of the natural, but then we had 
been deprived of the Honour he has lefc 
to us, to co-operate, as J may ſay, with him 
in perfecting his Creation. 

Now as there is nothing that tends fo 
much tc wards the Order of the World, as 
the Obſervance of the Law God has enacted 
in relation to the Intercourſe between the two 

Sexes, 
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0 Sexes, nor any ching that has that direct Ten- 
dency to introduce all imaginable Diſorder and ? 
| Confuſion as the Neglect of it, before I ſhall | 
I proceed to lay before you the Law of God in 
| this reſpect as you are a Chriſtian, and ſpeak Þ 
* to your Tranſgreſſion of it as /#uch, Iſhall re- 
preſent to you what can be diſcovered of the 
Mind and WÄill of God by the meer Light of 
| Nature, or the help of meer natural Reaſon, * 
| in this Reſpect. 6 | 
| And Firſt, Let me recommend it to be | 
| conſidered, which would be the Parent of 
| moſt Order or Confuſion, a promiſcuous Uſe of 
Man and Woman, or a Reſtraint put on that 
free Intercourſe. And in making this Judg- 
ment, we muſt be ſure to carry this along 
with us, © That we being Creatures of the 
« fame Make, there can be no natural Right 
« for one to do a Thing that another has not 
an equal Right to. | 
Now if no Reſtraint was to take place, but 
every Man was to have to do with every Wo- 
man, or with as many as he pleaſed, what 
monſtrous Confuſion would there be in the 
World? What Contention and what De- 
ſtruction would not this occaſion ? What, bj 
Quarrels and Contentions among Men, and 
what through want of due Care for Chil- 
dren (for who would be led to take Care for 
that which he had no reaſon to think his | 
own) the World would be ſoon unpeopled, 
and left only for the Beaſts to range in. Ad 
11 


(17) 
it is no Thanks to thoſe who do /5 indulge 
chemſelves, that this is not now the Caſe. 

This apparent Conſequence of an un- 
bounded Intercourſe between the two Sexes, 
has occaſioned Laus to be made from the 
firſt peopling of the World, to reſtrain it, 
and gave Riſe to Marriage. Which we find 

ractiſed by the moſt barbarous Heathen 
3 as well as by the moſt polite and 
civilized. 

And this Reſtraint of Marriage, for the 
moſt Part, confined to a Man's having but 
one Woman, and one Woman one Man only. 

We are told by Revelation that God made 
one Woman only at , for one Man. Which 
ſhews plainly what his Divine Pleaſure was 
in this Particular, and wherein the Happt- 
neſs of his Creature and the Order of the 
World was beſt ſecured. For if there was 
a Reaſon for its being otherwiſe, it ought to 
have been at the firſt peopling of the World. 
This, either by reaſon, or by Tradition was 
known to the Heathen World, and ſtrongly 
confirmed to them by an Ob&/ervation which 
Men in all Ages are able to make, it they 
pleaſe, and has been made with great Exact- 
neſs by ſome, vig. That there are born near 
te an equal Number of either Sex.” And 
what Exceſs there is, is on the Side of Man. 
Which plainly proves, as every Man muſt 
have a Right ro a Woman, and every Wo- 
man to a Man by Nature, That more ought 
| never 
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never to be allowed, but one to o2e. Becauſe 
many otherwiſe muſt be under a Neceſ- 
ſity of going without what they had an equal 
right to, with any others. 

And as this was known to the Heathen 
World, ſo tho' there were wicked Men among 
them that tranſgreſſed the Laws of Nature, 
and the eſtabliſhed Laws of their reſpective 
Countries, by breaking their Marriage A- 
greement, and committing Adultery and For- 
nication with others, as there are thoſe that 
do ſo under the Law of the Goſpel: Yer 
ſuch wicked Perſons were held in great Diſ- 
repute among them. Which plainly proves 
what a Senſe they had of the Neceſſity and 
Reaſonableneſs of Marriage, and of the Sa- 
credneſs of the Contract of it, and conſequently 
of every Man's being confined in this Reſpect. 

They knew by the Light of Nature 
that if the Marriage Bond was not ſacred 
there could be no Confidence, no Friendſhip, 
no mutual Concord between the married 
Couple. No exerting themſelves with Plea- 
ſure for the Care of their Children whilſt 
it was uncertain whoſe they were on the 
one Hand, or no reciprocal Love and Con- 
ſtancy on the other. 

But we being as Chriſtians under the Go- 
vernment of the moſt expreſs and declared 
Will of God, I ſhall dwell no longer under 
this Head. Only obſerving that from the 
Light of Nature it is plainly apparent, © That 

« Marriage 
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« Marriage with one Man with one Wo- 
« man is natural to Man. Firſt, 

From the equal Right that every Man 
has equally to every Thing, before Laws 
were made, and the Neceſſity of a Reſtraint 
in this as well as in other Inſtances of Property. 

Secondly, From the equal Number of both 
Sexes born: Than which a more manifeſt 
Declaration of the Intention of the Creator 
of the Species cannot well be given. 

Thirdy, the End of the Intercourſe be- 
tween the two Sexes not being the meer Gra- 
tification of the ſenſual Appetite in propa- 
gating the Species, but for the mutual Sup- 
port and Comfort of one another, and of 
their Children, in other Reſpects, it is plain 
that theſe other and more ſubſtantial and 
more laſting Satisfactions are more certainly 
attainable the one Way than the other. This 
needs no Proof, any more than it does, 
that ſenſual Enjoyments are not the chief De- 
light that God intended us, and conſequently 
that ſhould ariſe from the Union of the two 
Sexes; or that thoſe ſuperior and intellectual 
Pleaſures can take place but in the Union of 
the Hearts of one of either Sex. 

I might add a further Reaſon, might it 
be allowed in this Place, viz. That moſt 
Men find they have enough to do with one. 
But whatever Defects there may be in Ma- 
trimony, as God and Nature has eſtabliſhed 
the Order of it, they proceed from ourſelves; 
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and no Doubt as well from the Imperfections 
on the one Side, as from thoſe on the other. 

What we read of the Liberty the Jews 
had of having more Wives than one, muſt 
be reſolved into the ſovereign Power and 
Pleaſure of God, who may make what ex- 
ceptions he pleaſes, and ſuſpend, as he 
ſhall ſce fit, his Laws. He can produce 
Order out of apparent Confuſion, by ſupply- 
ing the natural Defects of ſuch Suſpenſion 
by Methods to us unknown. It is ſufficient 
for us, That we are Chriſtians, and are 
under our bleſſed Saviour's Laws, with whom 
we may ſay, with Authority and with Rea- 
ſon, That it was not ſo from the Beginning, 
nor is it to be ſo naw. 

Which brings me to conſider what the 
Law of Chriſt is, in this particular, and to 
which you are ſubject, as you were baptized 
into it, in your Infancy, and as you have 
publickly declared your ſelf to be a Member of 
his Churchat your receiving the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. 

At your Baptiſm your Sureties promiſe and 
Vow for you, that you are to renounce all the 


finful Luſts of the Fleſh, and that you ſhould 


keep God's Holy Will and Commandments to your 
Lives End. 

Now what the /inful Lufts of the Fleſh are, 
which you renounce at Baptiſm are plain from 
many Paſlages of Scripture, Mat. xv. 19. 
Me read, that out of the Heart proceeds evil 

| Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Fornication 
&c. and in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Galatians 
Chap. v. the Apoſtle reckons them up, and 
ſets Adultery and Fornication, and all manner 
of Uncleanneſs at the Head of them. The 
Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are 
theſe, Adultery, Formcation, Uncleanneſs, Laſ- 
civiouſneſs, Hatred, Variance, &c. In ſhort, 
there is no Sin in the Goſpel that is fo fre- 
quently forbidden, as all manner of Impurity 
whatſoever. And the Hemovſneſs of it in the 
Sight of God, may be concluded from its 
being every where in the New Teſtament ſet 
at the Head, and firſt mentioned in every 
Catalogue of Sins enumerated therein. Thus 
it is in the two Places I have ſet before you, 
and thus you will find it in Mark vii. 21. Rom. 
i. 26. 1 Cor. v. 11. and vi. 10. and in Cc. 
iii. 5. And to ſhew the great Regard which 
our Saviour had to the Obſervation of this 
Law of his among his Diſciples (and at the 
ſame time to expreſs how dear their IIappi— 
neſs was to him, which he knew the Ob- 
ſervation of his, above all his other Lav; 
would procure them) he has told us in the. 


fifth of Mat. in his Explanation of the ſeventh 


Commandment, That whoſoever looketh on a [cr 
man to luſt after her, hath committed the Sin 
with her already in his Heart. And this with 
the greateſt Reaſon; for if it be unlawful to 
carry any Deſire into Act, it is highly unrea- 
ſonable ſuch Deſire ſhould have Permiſſion to 
continue in our Thoughts. In 
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In ſhort, we cannot, if we would conſult 
either the Happineſs or the Honour and Dig- 
nity of our Nature, keep our ſelves too far off 
from the Guilt of any Sin. And our Saviour 
knew full well, as to hig, that if the Guard 
was taken away, the Enemy would ſoon enter, 
and therefore enjoined our keeping a good 
Look out, under the fame Penalty as for a 
baſe Surrender. 

And if it be unlawful for a ſingle Man to 
luſt after another's Wife, it is no leſs fo for 
a married Man to luſt after a ſingle Woman. 
The Law eis the ſame both for Man and for 
Woman. There is no Diſtinction made in 
the Goſpel, and therefore we ought not to 
make it. And tho' not ſo diſreputable among 
Men, yet it 1s equally heinous in the Sight 
of God for a Man to commit Fornication or 
Adultery as a Yoman. Both are equally en- 
Joined to Keep their Veſſels in Santtification and 
in Honour, and the grievous Puniſhments de- 
nounced againſt thoſe that do not do fo, affect 
both alike. 

Of which Puniſhment, in order to excite 
in you a juſt Senſe of the Danger you have 
brought your ſelf into, and to deter all others 
that hear me from following your unhappy 
Example, I come now to ſpeak, and ſhall lay 
it before you in the expreſs Words of the 
Goſpel. 

Heb. xiii. 14. Marriage is honourable in all, 
and the Bed undefiled, but Whoremongers 2 

| Adul- 
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Adulterers God will judge, 1 Cor. vi. 9. Know 


ye not, ſays the Apoſtle, that the Unrighteous 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Be 


not deceived, neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, 
nor Adulterers, nor Iffeminate, nor Thieves, nor 
Covetous, nor Drunkards ſhall inherit the Kin- 


gdom of God. 


You ſee your Crime is ſet at the Head of 
a great deal of bad Company. 

And Eph. v. 5. For this you know, that no 
Wheremonger, or unclean Perſon hath any In- 
beritance in the Kingdom of God. v. 6. Be- 
cauſe of theſe things 3 the Wrath of God on 
the Children of Diſcbedience. And to name 
no more, (for I ſhould never end to mention 
all) hear what God himſelf fays in Rev. xxi. 
in theſe Words, I am Alpha and Omega, the 


Beginning and the End. He that overcometh 


ſhall inherit all Things, and I will be his God, 


and he ſhall be my hs But the Fearful, and 
the Unbelieving, and the Abominable, and Mur- 
derers, and Whoremongers, &c. ſhall have their 
Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone, which is the ſecend Death. 

And let no one think that theſe dreadful De- 
nunciations are pronounced againſt the Adul- 
terer only; the ſimple Whoremonger is, as you 
ſee, often expreſly mentioned, and alw ays 
included under them. 

For all Deſires of this ſort God has pro- 
vided Marriage, and Marriage only. He 


that indulges them any other way, muſt ei- 
cher 
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ther give up his Religion of being a Mriſtian, 
or be ſelf- condemned. 

In all the 7bree Paſſages, I have now 
choſen out of abundance more, wherein all 
manner of 1mpurity is forbidden, the Whore- 
monger is ranked with the Adulterer. The 
ſame Penalty attends him as attends the other; 
the Law of the Goſpel requires an abſolute 
Purity. And it is vain for any Man to pre tend 
to diſtinguith himſelf by any Means out of it. 

This is a S of a ſecret Nature; for which 
reaſon I ſhall be open and plain, as my Duty 
is on this Occaſion. You may deceive Men, 
but you cannot deceive God. You may even 
deceive your ſelves to your own Ruin. Nay, 
you may ſo manage the Matter, as that your 
Conſciences may lie a while aſleep. But if 
this be the Caſe of any of you, your Con- 
ſciences fleep ow, only to awake with the 
greater Fury, on a Death Bed; or, if pre- 
vented by a ſudden Death there, at the Great 
Day of Account, when the Secrets of all 
Hearts ſhall be brought to light, and every one 


ſhall give an Account of what he hath done, 


whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

God will have the Heart if he have any 
thing. And he cannot have the Heart, if 
you will halve it with him, Look into the 
ſeventh Chapter of the 1 Cor. and you will 


ſee there the Remedy for burning, is Marriage 


no little indirect private dealing with a Wo- 
man, any other way. All things are open 
and 


(25 
and naked to God. Screening it from the 
World is not ſcreening it from God: Whoſe 
all- ſeeing Eye knows who is ſincere and who 
is not, who walks in Sincerity and Upright- 
neſs before him, and who not, and will take 
account accordingly. 

In this Chapter the Apoſtle is clear, v. 2. 
Notwithſtanding, to avoid Fornication, let 
every Man have his own Wife, and let every 
Woman have her own Husband. And v. g. If 
they cannot contain, let them marry. For it is 
better to marry than to burn. 

And whatever Diſreputation 1s caſt on the 
married State, by the fooliſh and intempe- 
rate Sinner, it is a moſt fatal Miſtake. Fa- 
tal in its Conſequences to him as to this 
World, as well as to the next, there bcing 
of Neceſſity, (as it is the Appointment of God) 
more true Pleaſure in one ſingle Day between 
the cordial Friendſhip of a well paired mar- 
ried Couple, whether poor or rich, than in 
all the riotous Delights of the licentious Sin- 
ner; © it being in vain for any Creature to 
e ſeck for Happineſs in a Way that is not 


© of God's own Appointment for it.” 


How ſweet is Labour to a poor Man, 


2 whilſt he is providing for the Neceſſities of 


a faithful, careful and beloved Wife, as well 
as his own, and their joint Children. And 
what a Reliſh does it not give to the rich Man's 
Pleaſures, to have Partakreſs with him in 
the Bleſſing, a ſoft, render, agreeable Friend 


and Companion! E God 


— 


626 


God having himſelf appointed the Mar- 
riage State to be the only State wherein the 
two Sexes were to come together, his Good- 
neſs is at Stake, as well as his Wiſdom, if 
when rightly and duly entered into, when 
People come together on juſt and proper Mo- 
tives, on mutual Likings of one another's 
Qualities and Tempers of Mind, behaving 
afterwards in it as thoſe will who enter it on 
due Conſideration, I ſay, God's Goodneſs and 
WWi/dom are both at Stake, for its being the hap- 
pieſt Method of Intercourſe that can poſſibly 
be imagined between Man and Woman. 

And this is the natural Reward of God's 
Law, in this reſpect. But beſides and be- 
yond this, God, to ſhew that he is Maſter, 
and that he mujt be obeyed, and well know- 
ing of what Conſequence it would be to the 
Beauty and Perfection of his Creation, not to 
have the Order he had eſtabliſhed in this Re- 
ſpect broke in upon, has threatned the moſt 
dreadful Puniſbments, as I have laid before 
you, on Theſe, who pretending to be wiſer 
than himſelf in this Particular, indulge 
a Commerce at large with the other Sex 
out of Marriage, or do not confine them- 
ſelves to one, and cultivate the true and ra- 
tional Delight with one, in it. Which if any of 
you are conſcious to your ſelves of doing, 
Look ye to it, remember what I now have cold 
you plainly and freely, and in an undiſguiſed 
manner, that the moſt terrible Judgments of 
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God attend the // Tranſgreſſion of his 
facred Law; which receives no ſmall Aggra- 
vation in this particular from its not being to 
be committed without another's partaking 
with you in the Guile, There are Sins of a 
very heinous Nature that have not this Ag- 
gravation in them. Even in Murder itſelf, 
he only that commits it is guilty, whereas in 
that for which YOU ds Penance, ANOTHER 
partook of your Crime, and undoubtedly was 
drawn into the Commiſſion of it by your 
Solicitation. This Conſideration is a terrible 
Addition to your Guilt, and calls for a Re- 
pentance anſwerable to it. 

While I am on this Subject, I ſhall add this 
Word in relation to Yomen, without whom 
this Crime cannot be commited, God has 
fenced them in with a natural Modeſty, a- 
gainſt their being tempted to commit it. And 
I cannot but look on it as the juſt Judgment 
of God upon them for breaking through this 
Fence, That when once they are known to 
have done it, no Repentance whatever can 
abſolutely recover their Characters, in this 
World; tho', where it is /ncere, it is equally 
entitled for this, as for other Crimes, to the 
Mercy of God, in the next. 

Having thus laid before you the Nature of 


your Crime, and the Vengeance which unre- 


pented of attends it; and I hope, excited ip 
you a Deſire to be put in a way to divert 
that Vengeance from falling on your Head, 
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that is denonnced againſt all ſuch, as with 
you, are fo bold voluntarily to tranſgreſs 
ſo notorious a Law of our bleſſed Saviour, at 
the ſame time, that you could come, as Op- 
ortunity offered, to profeſs your ſelf pub- 
ſickly his Diſciple, by commemorating his 

Death, and receiving the holy Sacrament, 
I come now to apply a proper Remedy to 
your wounded Soul. A Remedy, the Efficacy 


whereof we had been utter Strangers to, 


had not God in his great Goodneſs revealed 
it to the World by our bleſſed Saviour. And 
this is that moſt weighty Doctrine of our 
Religion, Repentance. 

In treating of which I ſhall take notice 
of two Things 

Firſt, What Repentance is, in it ſelf. 

Secondly, What Relation your /tanding 
here in the C:rcum/lance you do, has to it; 
or of Publick Penance. 

Repentance 1s a Change of Mind, where- 
by the Sinner 1s heartily forry for what he 
has done, from the Senſe of the great Af- 
front offered ro God Almighty, in the 
Breach of his Law, and the great Danger 
he has brought himſelf into, of Loſs of his 
Favour both here and hereafter. And as 
a Teftimony of the Truth of his Sorrow, 
confeſſes and acknowledges his Guilt before 


God, and reſolves never to do fo any more. 


The %%% Part of this a Man may bring 
on himtelf, I mean, a Change of Sentiment. 


He 
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, He may become ſenſible he is in the wron 
Way, tho' the Violence of his Luſts, thro a 
long Indulgence of them, has deprived him 


a of all uſe (if Imight be allowed fo to expreſs 
muy ſelf) of the Limbs of his Underſtanding, 


* his Will and Affections, to get out of it. But 
> when he is truly ſenſible of his Error, by 


ſincere and hearty Prayer to God to ſet his 


Sins home to him, and to give him that 


true and juſt Senſe of the Heinouſneſs of his 
Sin, he may come to have that rue Sorrow, 


* wherein alone Repentance can conſiſt; which 


will end in a willing and therefore thorough 


Reſolution never to fall into the like again. 
Many Men, as ſoon as they have com- 
mitted Sin are aſhamed of it, and reſolve 
faintly to forſake it: But on the next Temp- 
tation are overcome again, And, they 
may be perſuaded of their Sin, and yet hope 
that God will excuſe them for the Sake of 
their general Righteouſneſs in other Reſpects. 
But neither of theſe Convictions of the 
Mind will work that Sorrow, that when it 


once poſleſſes the repenting Sinner's Mind 
never leaves it, till it has produced its happy 
Effect of a thorough Deteſtation and con- 
ſequent forſaking it, for the future. If the 


Conviction in the Mind of the Sin be not 
accompanied with hearty and fervent Prayer 
tio God to ſet it home, the Man is either not 
in earneſt, or not ſufficiently aware of the 
great Diſadvantage, he is under, notwith- 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding his Conviction, to break through 
the Force his vicious Habits have laid on 
him. And the Devil has him ſtill at his 
Mercy. 

I know no greater Mark of true Repen- 
tance than the Afliction the Senſe of his 
Tranſgreſſion breeds in the Sinner's Mind; 
nor do I know how this Affliction can be 
raiſed, but from a Senſe of the Deformity 
and Danger of Sin, whilſt continued in, 
Nor how a Counter-balance of a Compla- 
cency of a contrary Nature to what it has 
been long taken with may be brought about 
in the vitiated Soul, but by Prayer. 

Prayer is the Chain that % the viſible 
and invifible World together, And our great 
Creator ſeems to have left us under Diſpoſi- 
tions to moral, and a Liableneſs to natural Im- 
per fections in our preſent State, that we may 
not altogether look upon our ſelves indepen- 
dent on him. And certainly great is the Ef- 


ficacy of Prayer on many Occafions. But in 


none more than in our fincere Endeavours in 
freeing our ſelves from vicious Habits, 

A true Penitent is for having the deepeſt 
Senſe poſſible of the Heinouſneſs of his Sin, 
and is more deſirous of it than even of Par- 
don. He is almoſt afraid of being pardoned for 
it too ſoon. As he had the pretended Plea- 


fire in defiling himſelf, he is not eaſy till he 


has the oppofite Pain, which a juſt Senſe of 
his Crime alone can give him, And if his 
| Crimes 
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Crimes have been publick and notorious, till 
ZZ he has expreſſed as publick a Deteſtation of 
it, to che Honour of Almighty God, by an 

open and avowed Confeſſion of it. 

And to Him that is fo afflicted, I cannot 
but adminiſter the Comforts which is pre- 
** ſcribed in the Goſpel, to the repenting Sin- 
ner. That he ſorrows not as one without Hope. 
Repentance being the great and principal Doc- 
trine of the Gofþc/l. Which the Son of God 
* himſelf came to proclaim to the World, pro- 
* curing the Acceptance of it by his meritori- 
=> ous Death and Paſſion, and continued Inter- 
=> ceſſion at the right Hand of God in Heaven, 
But ] muſt here caution you, that you do 
not abide by the meer Ceremony, nor think 
- pour ſtanding here as you do, a Specacle to 
your Neighbours, and repeating with your Lips 
the Words enjoined you, a ſufficient Atone- 
ment for the enormous Sin you have com- 
n X mitted. The Church which enjoins you Pe- 
n XX nance for your Soul's good, expects it ſhould 
be /rxcerely performed. God expects it, to 
receive you into Favour, and the Safety of 
your own Soul demands it of you. 

But tho' this deſirable End ſhould fail as 
to your ſelf, (which however I pray God it 
may not) it was highly neceſſary, that you 
ſhould be brought to this Puniſhment for it, 
which is likewiſe impoſed on you for the 
Scandal given by your evil Example, 


What 
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What would this World come to, if Men 
were not reſtrained, either by the Shame, or 
Pain, that attend the Indulgence of their ir- 
regular Apperites ! 

We do not want Laws in England to keep 
us a happy and a virtuous Nation, but we 
labour under a want of dye Execution of 
them. 

We have two ſorts of Laws. One of which 
regards us as Engliſhmen, the Other as Chriſti- 
ans. The Judges are entruſted with the Exe- 
cution of the former, the Biſhops of the latter. 
The End of the one is to make it by a ſevere 
Puniſhment not to be our Intereſt to break 
through it in this World; of the ozher, to 


bring the Sinner to an open Shame, and there- 


by to work in him for the Safety of his Soul 
true Repentance for his Tranſgreſſion. 

The Law of the Land takes notice of no- 
thing, but as it introduces Diſorder into the 
State, the other takes notice of Matters as 
they affect the Conſcience. 

And excellent indeed is the Conſtitution of 
our Church towards regulating the Manners 
of Men, if every one entruſted with the Exe- 
cution of it would do their beſt towards it. 

Of the Eccleſiaſtical Law, the Biſhops have 
the Superintendency. They have in their re- 
ſpective Dioceſes the immediate Care of the 
Soul. And however incredible a Thing it is 
at firit ſight, to think how it is poſſible for a 
Biſhop to watch after ſo great a Number of 


Perſons ; 
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Perſons; yet if the Methods appointed for 
him to come at the Knowledge of their 
Conduct were duly regarded, it would go 
a great way towards it. 

But this is lamentably abuſed by /ome, and 
as lamentably neglected by others. But not 
to enter into a diſagreeable Subject, I ſhall 
only fay, That the ſpiritual Courts, which 


« are the Biſhops Miniſters, to take Cogni- 


* zance of, and puniſh the Sins of his Dioceſe, 
„ and to bring People to open Shame for 
them, were never intended to pick Peo- 
« ples Pockets. They were appointed to re- 
% form other Peoples Manners, not to be 
* Examples of Intquity in their own: And to 
make a juſt and lawful Gain (as moſt cer- 
« tainly every one that any way profits the 
% Publick ought to be paid for his Pains) by 
« Godlineſs, and not (as I am afraid too often 
e has been the Caſe) of Ungodlineſs. And 
e that tho' Commutation is allowed, yet it is 


allowed, but in ſome extraordinary Caſes, 


and with this expreſs Reſerve, that the 
Money ſhall be laid out in prous and chari- 
« table Uſes. 

If this be not done in every Inſtance, Where 
it is not done, the Officer of the Court who 
allows it, is guilty of Perjury. For he :s 
ebliged to fivear at the Entrance into his O/- 


fice, That he will to the utmoſt of his Under - 
ſtanding, deal uprightly and juſtly in his Office, 


which he does not do, if he allows Comm 
L fall. 
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tation, where by the Intention of the Law it 
is nt to be allaved, or does not lay out every 
Penny that is received to prous Uſes. 

The Oath of the ChurchWardens is like- 
wiſe dreadfully neglected. They have the 
Care committed to them of ſuppreſſing Vice 


3 


and Profphaneneſs in the reſpective Pariſhes to 


which they belong. 

But how this is done, God and your ſelves 
know too well. 

For my part, I have on this Occaſion ta- 
ken theſe Pains in order to do, what I think 
was my Duty to do, the beſt in my Station, 
that the excellent Rules of Diſcipline in the 
Church might be objerved, for the Glory of 
God, the Advancement of true Religion, for 
I:xample to the wicked Age we live in, and 
for Your particular Correction, and Edifica- 
tion. And that a Thing run into too much 
Contempt from either real or ſuppoſed Abuſe 
in the Practice of thoſe who have the Ma- 
nagement of it, be reſtored, as far as in me 
lies, to the primitive holy Intention of it. 

I have (hewn and ſet before you the frue 
and real Nature of Sin; That it is not, it can- 
not be what we imagine it, our real and ſub- 
/tantial Happineſs. So far from it, that it 
carries Miſery in the very Eſence of it, whe- 
ther we ſee it or no. I have explained the 
Nature of your vin in particular, with the Hei- 
nouſneſs and great Aggravation of it, however 
za:ural to Man it appears, and the great Dan- 


ger 3 


7 —— ů K ——ĩpà — . —— —ö— — — — 
- — V_—_— —_ — 


88 


A ger you incur, if not ſincerely repented of. I 


ave ſhewn you the Nature of true Repen- 
tance, and what Uſe you are to make of the 
Situation you are here in, in performing pub- 
lick Penance. 
I ſhall conclude, and ſum up all with this 
Obſervation to your ſelf, and to all that hear 
mc. © That we ſhould not ſet our ſelves up 
5 ( to be wiſer than Gop. That God is a good 
« andaw:ſe Being. And that had Sin of any 
« ſort been-for the real Happineſs of his 


* 


IPG , a — * 
88 

1 [VF . . * 
Ee SY 1 ? 


6 Creatures, it would have been ALLowED 
: « them. That whatever alluring Appear- 
- « ances there may be in any Sin, and much 
f « more in the Sin in queſtion, it is all 
r % Shadow and not Reality. And that at the 
] « ſame time that any Man greedily indulges 
- « it, it deprives him of his natural Hap- 
1 « pineſs; far ſuperior, and much more ſub- 
e (lime, and infinitely more preferable than 
- what a Man procures to himſelf the 
e 7 © contrary way; even tho' poſitive Miſery 
ewas not the inherent Concomitant of the 
e © Forfeiture of it.” 
- x Having thus in ſome meaſure, I hope, 


= XZ prepared you for it, I proceed to do what I 
[ x am further commanded— To repeat to you, 
- { that Form of Words, wherein you are enjoined 


e to expreſs the Senſe, you ought to have, of your 
Crime in this publick Aſſembly, in the Words 
r Following, viz. 
- = Whereas J T. H. not having the Fear of God 
r before my Eyes, &c. &c. &c. 
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late extraordinary Proceedings of ſome Weſtmin- 


ſer Juſtices, againſt a Gentleman tor ſtanding the 


Friend of an innocent Perſon committed to the 
Gate- Houſe, on Suſpicion of Felony. With large 
Obſervations on the Duty of a Juſtice of Peace, on 
Goals, and on the State of the Law, in General. 
To which are added ſome Remarks on the poli- 


tical and religious Diſputes of the Times. 


Quid tures faciant. Domini cum talia audent ? 
2d. Edition. Pr. 25. Virg. 


IV. An impartial Review of the friendly Ad- 
monilion. 
Leftorem delectando, pariterg; monendo. P. 6 d. 


V. Characters at the hot Well and Bath, 1723. 
Dulce eſt deſipere in Loco. P. 3.4 


Theſe five by the Reverend Mr. WHaATLEY Rector oi 


Torr in the Dioceſe of LixcoLN, and Prebendary 
of YORK, 
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